Functional Grammar Notes – Speaking and Writing Language Awareness
by michelle (2009)
Some Uses of Would for Avanzado 2 students (Advanced)

In Conditional Sentences Type 2, to express unreal / hypothetical situations
If we did this, we would get whichever result. 
With inversion: Had I finished on time, I wouldn’t be so stressed out now
If I were rich, I’d travel the world.
Notice: what’s the difference between using type 1 and type 2 Conditional Sentences in Proposals/Reports and Reviews/Complaint Letters?
If we do this, we’ll get this result.
If we did this, we’d get that result.

Notice: In narratives on hypothetical situations:
What will the world be like in 20 years? (Predictions) 
What would the world be like if we ran out of sources of energy? (Hypothetical situation)
What will you be like in 20 years? (Prediction)
What would you be like if you were the sex you are not? (Hypothetical situations)

In Indirect Speech, as a future tense in past
Our teacher told us she would miss / be missing the following lesson.
Tim said he would not come / be coming to the following lesson

More: for emphasis, indicating sb will be doing / refusing to do sth
James told us he would not be attending any meeting on that topic
Mary informed she‘d be moving on, regardless what people said
As an alternative to “used to”, to express a past habit
When I was a little boy, I would go to my friend’s house every evening. 

Every summer we would go for walks on the beach and roast sardines there to watch the sun setting down. 

As an alternative to “Could…?” to express polite request
Compare these examples which use Modals for Requests: 
Would you (please) pass me those documents in the green folder over there?
Could you (please) pass me those documents…?
Will you pass me those docs…?

To express wish or desire 
I’d love to travel to New Zealand!
In “I wish” sentences: I wish I would go to New Zealand! 
Compare: 
I wish I could go to America! (similar, yes)
I hope I’ll / can go to New Zealand some day
Compare: 
I wish we won / would win the lottery! 
I hope we win the lottery this year!

To express preference
I’d prefer / rather have tea to coffee
I’d rather fail than copy in my exam.

Functional Grammar Notes – Speaking and Writing Language Awareness
by michelle (2009)
Some Uses of Should for Avanzado 2 students (Advanced)
To express strong advice, moral duty or obligation - don’t use MUST!
(Notice the language used in brochures written by the authorities)

We should respect our elders
You should always speak the truth
We should help the poor
(You are a user in an indoor pool and sb is going into the water without getting a shower first) Excuse me, you should have a shower first

To express advice or suggestion 
You shouldn’t  wear those trousers – they don’t suit you!
Should I call him/her?
You should take a break now
The Government should set up new industries

This language function is common in Proposals!
Compare these two language function points till you realize these two uses can be very close!

An alternative way to make conditional sentences
Should it rain, we won’t go out
Should you arrive before I finish work, please give me a ring

More: to express supposition / improbable action = determination + politeness
Should you require more information, please do not hesitate to contact me
Should I receive no reply in the next two weeks, I shall seek assistance from [body] / file formal complaints with [body]
Should you finish by 13.30, remember to pick up the copies from the Copy Shop
Compare: this is similar to If… If you require… If I get no… If you finish…

---

Look for sentences used by native speakers in Conversations and various Written Texts, so you can drill orally to consolidate your production of the use of would and should. Visualize what you are saying, or the situation.

The sentences I found:
