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Use of Tenses: notes cf. simple/perfect/continuous tenses

by michelle


Past simple instead of Present perfect!

When we mention an action which is a past action and complete, finished, we need to use the Past simple in English. It’s like in galego! So, practice these sentences and find some other similar cases:

· Se me han olvidado las* llaves 

· Perdona, ¿qué has dicho? 

· Perdona, no he oído lo que has dicho. 

· He dicho que se nos está acabando el tiempo.

· ¿Qué te has comprado?

· I forgot my* keys

· Sorry, what did you say?

· Sorry, I didn’t hear what you said.

· I said we’re running out of time**.

· What did you get/buy?

* Notice “las” is “my” – List of Mistakes: be alert with “the”. If you can use the possessive, use it! (personal belongings)

** Notice the expression “to run out of time”

Use of the present perfect tenses 

When we want to indicate that we started doing something in the past and that we are still doing it, especially if you mention how long that time is, we need the “bridge” tense of the perfect tenses.

Point of view: Consider the speaker’s point of view and time and tense in these examples:

You need to say “you” “not see” “Mary” this morning. 

· If you say: I haven’t seen Mary. This means you haven’t seen Mary THIS MORNING and that it’s still the morning.

· If you say: I didn’t see Mary. This means you didn’t see Mary this morning - now it’s not the morning.

· We use the present perfect if we talk about something past which is still in the same period of time our point of view is in.

· We use the past simple if we talk about something past which is in a previous period of time our point of view is in.

If you say: “I haven’t seen Mary” and it is 18.00, what is your point of view?

Why can I say “Yes, I have read that book, but I didn’t understand it, I think”, or “Have you had lunch?”

What is the different between “I have written to my friend”, “Shakespeare wrote many amazing plays”.

Look for examples in your textbook and audios, and bring them to class.

Talking about our years of study

· Llevo 3 años estudiando inglés

· He estado estudiando inglés 3 años/durante 3 años

I’ve been studying English FOR 3 years

Note on the Present perfect:

· With “for”, it indicates a period of time (from the past up to now).

· With “since”, it indicates a point in (past) time.
The past continuous and the past simple

We use the past continuous in descriptions of actions, when actions last some time and/or are in progress.

· The sun was shining, the birds were singing.

· On Sunday it was raining, and I didn’t go out, so just imagine! (I can’t DESCRIBE “to go out”, but I CAN DESCRIBE the fact that rain poured for some time)

Compare it to the past simple: We use the past simple to state an event took place. 

· It rained on Sunday. (I don’t want to evoke the atmosphere, just to state that that happened)

· The other day, we did this and that (went out, had lunch, visited our…, got some new furniture…)

A combination of both tenses is usual when there are two sentences joined by “when” or “while”. You get a past simple in the part where an action (short) takes place and a past continuous in the part where an action was happening before the former during the former and after the former: While I was driving in the rain, I forgot about your birthday.

Of course, it is possible to get different combinations:

· While I was driving in the rain, I was listening to the music I borrowed from you.

· When I was a child, I lived in Madrid (cf. I used to live, I was living)

· When we were in Paris, we were always visiting museums! (negative. Cf. we used to live in here).

